Invertebrate notes from field visit
Haye Farm Orchard, St Veep, 11th June 2025

Species noted are detailed in the table below. Further comments are provided on those species shown in bold. 
	Group
	Family
	Species
	Notes

	Beetles
	Carabidae
	Paradromius linearis
	A common arboreal predatory beetle

	
	
	Calodromius spilotus
	An uncommon arboreal predatory beetle

	
	Cerambycidae
	Leiopus nebulosus
	A longhorn beetle

	
	Coccinellidae
	Exochomus quadripustulatus
	An arboreal ladybird

	
	
	Scymnus haemorrhoidalis
	An aphid-feeding ladybird which lives in the field layer where dominated by native plants.

	
	Curculionidae
	Anthonomus pomorum
	Apple Blossom Weevil

	
	
	Otiorhynchus clavipes
	A common weevil with root-feeding larvae.

	
	Dascillidae
	Dascillus cervinus
	The so-called Orchid beetle which has larvae feeding on the roots of grasses and orchids.

	
	Salpingidae
	Salpinus planirostris
	A narrow-waisted bark beetle

	
	Scolytidae
	Scolytus mali
	Large Fruit Bark Beetle

	
	
	Scolytus rugulosus
	Small Fruit Bark Beetle

	
	Scraptiidae
	Anaspis frontalis
	A tumbling flower beetle

	Flies
	Asilidae
	Dioctria linearis
	A grassland robber fly

	
	Stratiomyiidae
	Beris vallata
	A common soldier fly living in the field layer

	True Bugs
	Microphysidae
	Loricula elegantula
	A predatory bug

	Barkflies
	
	Atlantopsocus adustus
	An Atlantic bark fly

	
	
	Chilenocaecilius ornatipennis
	A South American bark fly

	Moth larvae
	
	Yponomeuta malinellus
	Apple Ermine Moth

	
	
	Lithosia quadra
	Four-spotted Footman

	Woodlice
	
	Porcellio scaber
	A common woodlouse

	Moluscs
	
	Balea sarsii
	Tree Snail



The highlights of the visit were four characteristic orchard species:
· Old galleries of Large Fruit Bark Beetle Scolytus mali had been noted during last year’s September visit but, following recent storms and the resulting freshly snapped branches of some of the apple trees, fresh galleries were seen this time as well as those of Small Fruit Bark Beetle S. rugulosus. As noted in my previous report, Hayes Farm Orchard is one of only two known sites in Cornwall for S. mali. No signs of S. rugulosus were found last year, but this is a better-known species in the county, with records from six other sites. This does suggest that the larger species is much more localised in the county as the smaller one will be relatively under-recorded.
· Last September only a single Apple Blossom Weevil Anthonomus pomorum was found but it was much more evident this visit, with one or two specimens found on quite a few of the apple trees. Its discovery in Haye Orchard in 2024 was the first report from Cornwall since 1935. 
· Larval webs of Apple Ermine Moth Yponomeuta malinellus were spotted on several of the apple trees. The larvae feed gregariously. They are known to cause problems for apple trees up-country but there are notably few reports of the species in Cornwall, where adult moths have been found at light traps in six other localities. So far as we are aware this is the first time that the larvae have been found in the county. It seems unlikely that this moth would be a cause for concern here in Cornwall.
No Appletree Lace Bug Physatocheila smreczynskii could be found on this occasion, presumably due the visit being at a time of year when they are either at the egg stage or very immature nymphs.

With the discovery of Small Fruit Bark Beetle, Haye Farm Orchard remains unique in Cornwall in having all of four orchard specialist insects. While, as commented last year, this is something to be celebrated but, again, they appear to be present at a very low level.

In addition to apple specialists, the visit also focused on saproxylic (wood-decay) invertebrates and epiphytic species, the latter being associated with tree bark surfaces and encrusting algae and lichens.
With the availability of quite a few storm-damaged trees, a few additional saproxylic species were detected on this latest visit, although none particularly scarce species. The most notable find was the longhorn beetle Leiopus nebulosus, one of which was knocked from a relatively freshly dead hanging apple branch. The larvae of this beetle have been reared from aerial dead branches of various broad-leaved tree species, especially those between 2 and 6cm in diameter, with rather thin bark and relatively low moisture. The larvae make galleries tight under the bark in the freshly dead cambial layer, slightly penetrating the sapwood. Once emerged the adult beetles are typically found at rest, between April until August, on the parent plant – they are not attracted to blossom. The other saproxylic beetle species found on this occasion were the widespread narrow-waisted bark beetle Salpingus planirostris and the tumbling flower beetle Anaspis frontalis.
Epiphytic barkflies (Psocoptera) were found in the adult stage this time – none were found here last September - but only two species. The most interesting was Atlantopsocus adustus. Described new to Science from Madeira in 1865 it was subsequently found in the Canary Islands and the Azores. It was found to be widespread in Northern Ireland in 2006 and was first found in Britain from Cornwall in the same year. It has since become widespread in the county, although primarily associated with coastal blackthorn scrub. The other species found this visit was another non-native but much more exotic species, Chilenocaecilius ornatipennis, originating from the Temperate Zone of South America. This was found in abundance in SW Ireland in 2015 and has subsequently spread rapidly, reaching Cornwall in 2017 where it is now widespread. Predatory bugs were again prominent but with a different emphasis at this time of year – the bug Loricula elegantula was a feature of the apple trees on this occasion.
An epiphyte-feeding caterpillar knocked from an apple branch has been identified as the Four-spotted Footman Moth Lithosia quadra. This species has been reported widely in the county.
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